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Stereotypes and Prejudice
In Rhodesia a white truck driver passed a group of idle natives and muttered, "They’re lazy brutes." A few hours later he saw natives heaving two-hundred pound sacks of grain onto a truck, singing in rhythm to their work. "Savages," he grumbled. "What do you expect?"

There are several definitions of prejudice: "thinking badly about other people without reason enough ”or“ a feeling, favorable or unfavorable, regarding a person or thing, prior to or not based on a real experience ”. But one person

ingeniously defined the it when saying: “it is to be completely certain of something that is not known ”.

 (Gordon Allport: The Nature of Prejudice)

Answer some questions about the text.

1. What does the white trucker think about the Indians? Do you have good reasons for think what you think? What prejudice underlies these thoughts?

2. Do you have prejudices similar to those of the Rodhesia trucker? Why? Do you have good arguments to think that way?

3. Which of the definitions of prejudice proposed by the text seems to you more accurate? By than? Can you think of any others?

4. How can prejudice be fought? What would you say, for example, to the trucker to stop being prejudiced about immigrants?
